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The Doguerreotypist
by Elaine Ford
excerpted from the novel Godb Red Clay

H" .urrr" riding into town hauling behlnd
hlm his saloon, a sort of outhouse on wheels,
gaily striped, his name and occupation painted
in red and green letters on the rear: Charles S.
Lounsbury, Daguerreotypist. Anner, who was re-
turning from a trip to the store, watched the
dappled horse stop in front of the Kosciusko
Hotel. A dark-haired young man with full lips
and a cleft chin swung himself down from the
horse and hitched the animal to the rail.

Anner paused on the porch, her basket in
hand, and waited for him to mount the steps.
"Did you wish to let a room?"

"Are you the proprietress of this establish-
ment?" he asked, removing his broad-brimmed
hat.

"My husband's the proprietor. \7e have a
room available."

Inside, the daguerreotypist glanced at the
wide staircase leading to the second floor, took
in the glass-globed chandelier above his head
and the floral carpet beneath his boorc. Yes,
he'd like room and board for the night. Anner
set her basket down on the reception desk, be-
hlnd which Tom should have been, but wasn't.
Probably passing the time of day with one of the
storekeepers in Courthouse Square. She opened
the register for the guest to sign. "The rate for a
man and horse is two dollars per day. A meal is
fifty-five cents." She gestured toward the pen
and inkwell.

His hat under his arm, Mr. Lounsbury
picked up the pen and then set it down. "Per-
haps you could you tell me-has a daguerreo-
typist already established himself in this town?"

"Last year one passed through with a saloon
like yours. He stayed a week or so."

"Did a good business, did he?"
"There seemed to be a line of customers

outside the saloon most days."
"l wonder . . . . Do you happen to have in

your hotel a space suitable for a studio?"
On the ground floor was a bar-room, a din-

ing-room, a barbershop, a newspaper agent, and
a bootblack's stall. She showed him a corner
room bare of furnishings, which had previously
been let to a dressmaker, now deceased. Mr.
Lounsbury examined the pair of tall windows.
Strong afternoon light streamed through the
panes. "Both south and west exposure, good
light for my purpose," he said. "However, I'd
need a dark-room. Maybe draperies. Or I could
build some sort of closet, with your permission,
of course."

"l don't wish to discourage you, Mr. Louns-
bury. But I'm not sure you'd find enough cus-
tomers in Kosciusko, or even in the county, to
support your enterprise for long."

Tuming to look at her, he said, "lf you cared
to make a profit wouldn't you encourage me?
Whether or not my course is sensible?"

Certainly her husband would do so. How-
ever, Anner thought there was no point in let-
ting the room to a man who might flounder and
then vanish in the dark of night, leaving his
bills unpaid.

"People here don't have much spare cash to
spend,"

"On frivolous things like daguerreotypes?"
He smiled with his eyes. Much taller than she,
he dipped his head a little ro speak to her. Un-
like most men, he wasn't looking past her or ex-
amining his cigar, paying her no more attention
than a side table or a hat rack.

"On anything."
"Nonetheless, I reckon I'11 stay awhile," he

said. "l'm road-weary. Sick to death of traveling
like a turtle with my house on my back." He
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Anner, Tom, and their children to pose for their
portraits, so that he would have specimens to
exhibit when customers came calling. Anner
was the last to agree. She'd never liked her face,
avoided looking in mirrors, and knew she
hadn't grown any more beautiful in her forty-
one years. But the daguerreolypist prevailed, ar-
guing that the set would be incomplete without
her.

On a Sabbath afternoon Anner entered his
studio, which smelled of all klnds of mysterious
chemicals. She wore the black silk dress that
had stood her well through many a funeral and
mourning period and, folded into a trunk, had
traveled with her from Alabama to Mississippi.
He bade her sit on his cane-bottomed chaiq and
then he studied his subject. She could not help
but look at him, the dark eyes, the intent, in-
telligent expression. "Please remove your bon-
net," he said.

"But mY [2i1'5-"
"Your hair is fine. The white of the linen is

too stark for my composition."'S7hen she'd un-
done the strings he took the bonnet from her
and tossed it aside.

Behind the chair was an apparatus, a pole
on a stand with a tongs-like device attached to
it, to hold her head steady during the long ex-
posure. He stood next to her and twisted a knob
to adjust the pole for height-the cloth of his
frockcoat brushed her shoulder-and then he
positioned the arms of the tongs at the sides of
her head. She shivered when his fingers
touched her hair, her skin. He arranged her
right hand upon a cloth-draped table and gave
her a book to hold in her left. Smooth leather.
A Bible, she imagined.

The daguerreotypist backed up and studied
her some more. Then he stood behind the cam-
era on its tripod and opened the wooden doors
at the top. He took the cap off the shiny brass
lens, pocketed it, and slid a piece of glass into
the camera box. Stooping to peer into the cam-
era, he turned the lens to focus it, making tiny
adjustments. The room was utterly quiet, a Sab-
bath quiet. No creaking of rockers on the porch,

no distant clatter in the kitchen, no clopping
of hooves in the street. She could hear him
breathe. Never had anyone gazed at her for such
a long time, with such complete concentration,
except for an infant suckling at her breast.
Then, at last satisfied with his preparations, the
daguerreotypist fished the cap from his pocket
and gently tapped it onto the lens. With eco-
nomical, practiced movements he replaced the
glass with the plate-holder. On the sensitized
plate therein, he explained, her image would be
captured.

"Now you must be very, very still. Cast your
mind back to the most contented time in your
life and hold that memory until I say you can
let go of it."

With a deft motion he plucked off the lens
cap. Anner could not think of a time in her life
when she'd been more content than at this rno-
ment, so she simply looked straight ahead at the
walnut camera box, at the brass lens, at his
hand holding the cap. Slowly he counted off
forty, fifty, sixty-five seconds. The pulse in her
temples seemed to beat in time to his words.
Then he replaced the cap on the lens, and the
exposure was done. "You may think whatever
you like now," he said, removing the plate-
holder from the camera.

He took away the head-holding device and
she stood, a little dizzy {rom the chemical fumes
and from holding her breath. She left the
leather book-yes, a Bible, though he was nor
a church-going man-on the table. He bowed
slightly and said, "l'm obliged ro you, Mrs. Ford.
I'11 show you the porffait once it's been devel-
oped and mounted. And when I leave
Kosciusko, it will, of course, be yours."

Back in the family quarrers ar the rear of
the hotel, Anner remembered her bonnet. It re-
mained behind, somewhere in his studio. She
pictured it collapsed on the floor, the strings in
a careless tangle.

S"rr"t months later, in May of 1854, the
Kansas-Nebraska Act is the talk of the hotel



L9I

-eld ot SurLrt;1 'poo8 ou ot dn ar,Lerll esnef,eq
leJf,es e.re serued leJJes sl,es ruog 'uer1t puod
-oq ere sl3lr1 lslrlr1 '&red e sE pBep se poo8
sE pue asle 8urqr.&e^e pue fuane1s Ja^o stBoJrll
qJeqto qoeo tE 'sLes aq '8urte;Seturslp ere s8rqr,11
aql'quoN eqr ur ql8uarrs Surrarpe8 mou due4
uecrlqndaX Lre,telsrtue eqt JatunoJ ol tue,r
pue ursrureJtxe ol pesoddo a;e s8un1ro51-mou;
eql (sdes 

IIIfl 'l,retruoJ eL[] uO '8urqro1c s,daaqs
ur slsruorlrloge 'sle.tcoruec eql aururlapun ol
lctrr 3tq16 E ere LItnoS aqt ur s8urqro51-,r,rou;tr
egl sLes ruol 'slsluorsseJes pue slsruorun ueeld.l
-eg Ireus aLIt ur palEuerue eurooaq a,req feqr
^\oqeuos pue 's8urgloN-^\ou) ar1] tued tatces
.tteu B s(aJarll 'Jeq uerq8rlua UELII eJou rauuv
asnluof, stuerun8re Jreqt tng 'slsan8 eqt Jo
Suueeq arll Jo tno 's;auenb Jraqt ur TrEq spJo.lA
rerlrg e8ueqcxe Lpuanbag IIlg pue ruol

'sclllod tnogB $lurql
puuqsnq larl tBrl^&\ lpcexe ^\oul ](usaop ells
os-llo druel ro >leatsjeag ;o rerlddns radeerlc
e pulJ uec Lerlt eJaq.&\ 'serlnp srrl Jo tuaru
-IueP eql ol sllrlds ur 8ur81npur ueeq seq rellsoll
eqt Jeqreq.u 'ruooJ-Jeq eqt eprstno tedref,
eql ur lods Lluraesun ue s(eJeqt dq,u-sertrlec
-rlcerd lnoqe suorssnosrp JoJ tdecxe ,rrrol pue
eqs 'qcnur rarltouu euo ot llBr l.uop,(aq1 'saprs
qroq ol lerua8 eq tsnlu ar1 '1aroq e yo ;oteudord
eqt sV 's.(es dog Surqr a18urs drena r1tr,u saer8e
Lpressecau uroJ tBqr 'spuelsrepun Jeuuv (toN
'uorssef,as Surruee.tos sr uns agt re do5 T] pue
'uoru1-1 arp Surnrasard 1o ro,Le; ur s e[JruoJqC
eql 'tBnoureq E s(eq pue ';aded 31-pN B
s(tr asnef,eq elJruoJqc eqt pEeJ t(useop urol

'ol puerl srq tes aq Surqrl,ue op plnor ar1

pauolf,eJ eqg 'pesud;ns t(use^\ eqs tededs,r,r.eu
eqt loJ Iro,/r\ ot Suro8 se.ro, eq leuuv plot ^{Jnq
-sunol ueqlN 'sJeDEur Jo lequrnu e uo eLe ol
ela .ues darp puno; .(aqr pue 'laduds.,rrau eq] Jo
rotlpa pue sse;d erlt Jo Jeu^\o 'aural) >lf,rJepelC
qtl.{\ uouBsJe^uoc otur IIOJ aq'apruo;q3 eqt re
re^o slpgpueq pue seprspEorglo tol srq Suuep;o
sE.4A aLI sy'3ur,u1 tadord E aTeur ot lsrd,{toa;;an8
-Ep E sE sseursnq q8noue purj t,uplno.{\ erl
tBqt tq8u se,lt reuuv 'm.ou;eaL e letoll eq] ur
8ur,rr1 uaeq seq d.rnqsuno-I 'rl{ 'p,e\orf, er{t qtr^\

3uo1e oB uuqt JaqtEJ spurur u^\o Jreqt dn aleru
ol peurlJur qloq 'uorleJluaJuoc esuetur ol
ua.r.r8 qtoq treq ryep.{1e.ro1 teqt qtr^A r-[]og .ueg

Jo elltll E rerl spurure; Lrnqsuno-I salrurlC
'uJoqtslrj req 'L1e.ros urll

sessnx erls 'petrturl os eruu eeu Jeq puB JBep
os e8ets eqt jo tsoJ eqt ,e1glssod urees t.useop
urtq Sutttstn ';ane.tro11 'qf,Jnqc ot oE ot rurq
e8;n 'sraroq€l uoururoJ Jo uerurlsrJl eq ot tno
u,rnr laqr,;1 uele spuerg srq laer8 ]o eruc uelut
l,pedord s.eq tBqt lr ot ees pue ;adaa1 asnoq
-Burpreog eqt taeru 'run1 trsr,L plnoJ ar{s saqsr^d.
erls 'eJer{r esnoq8urpreoq E ur se^rl pue returrd
E sE 1ro.\\ punoj aH 'uoslcef ot Jlo jlasrury loor
ueg uos tseple .teg o8e s-read o.,nt dpeag

'reltsoq aqr roJ sllets tno Surlcnu
'1ceq tno elqels aqt ur s(aq Furpuepeq tou s(lllg
uaql6 'ruoo;-Bururp eqt ut Jet1e,,r.t B sE sIJo.4A
'no.ou looqcs qtr^\ euop 'ur1o[.sruns pue 3ur11eds
rleqt qll^\ aruuef pue erDEL/{ sdlaq eqs s8utuele
eqt uI 'loollf,s or #o uerplrrlJ rsafiunod aqt
seqsnd eqs tsepperq relv .reqotro .^Aou s.tl
'ro1 peprno;d speeu Jreqt pue peruocle,rrr stsen8

eqr 'perrdrue stod JagruEr{c eqt ,tda.trs pue
peqqnrrs sroop eqt pue eperu re8 speq eqt eJns
Eurleur 'uellf,lr1 aqt ul s>loot aqt pue l-rpunel
arll ur ueuro,4AJar{sel\ aqt Suraasrano q]t^a pauns
-uof, eJE s,(ep ;a11 .sESuB) tnoqe Surue5 erull
qcnru pueds t,useop eqs ]nq ,lll sapoq serrotrJ
-Jet aLIl ur dn uouelSe aqr teqt s^\opl er{S

'tuelorl surnl etndsrp aqt ueq.4A Jeuuv
ot IaAlBru ou s.ll 'suortf,ele Surtuoc aql urn\ ol
peururraleP $ apls rlf,EE .r{tnos rqt ruo5 ur qsnJ
uaur Lreaelsord tegeeraq] uoos .qtlou eqt ruog
SBSUB) otut rnod 'ulgqC s,tuo1 alcuy-1 ,4ooq
e Jo tlnsut snolrJJnos reqt 

^q 
perueltur ,slsruourl

-oqu pue sJetets-ee5 ';ap,ro troqs ul .spur.& Jnoj
aqt ot pessor sr '1a11ered ,O€.og€. eqt Jo quou serr
-otrJJel A\eu ur fua,te1s apBqJoJ t_[]lq^\ ,asrtuo,rd
-ruoC rrnossll{ eqr .(lueppng .setels eeg lo o^EIS
se uorun eql otul eurot serJoJuJel aql Jeqleq^\
ePIJeP 11t,rlt 'sluaptseJ aqt Jo eton cll'JJoruep
egl 'dtu8re.re,tos ;elndod teqt seeJJap 

^ABI aql
'oau ul paddoqc sr LJotruat E>lsBrqeN aSnq eq1
'^A€l olur t1 su8rs ef,Jerd ]ueprseJd pue ssa;Buo3
sessed lr uel[^\ ,(1rrue; s.Jeuuv pue sJepJeoq



vent the Union from flinging itself into bits
isn't good, Bill says, then the Know.Nothings
are indeed up to no good.

Anner's opinion is that father and son take
the opposite side in any argument mostly for the
sake of annoying one another. They give her
headache, the pair of them.

Every week she looks for an abandoned
copy of the Chronicle on one of the chairs on
the porch or left behind in the reception
lounge, and she carries it back to their sitting-
room. When she has a moment she pages
through, trying to parse whether it's Frederick
Kleine or Charles Lounsbury who has written a
particular editorial. The more inrelligent and
witty ones she attributes to Lounsbury.

He built a little display case ro go outside
his studio. It's a shallow box consrructed of wal-
nut with a glass top, mounted on wooden legs,
illuminated from above by the chandelier. In.
side the case are the daguerreotypes of Tom, all
of the children except Ben, and herself. Often,
when no one's watching, she glances at her own
face gazing out of the gilt and plush frame.
Somehow, the daguerreotypist has made her
look very much better than she ever appears to
herself in a mirror: her hair smooth, her brows
straight and dark, her expression alert yet com-
posed. Modest yet confident. Oddly, she feels
transformed on the inside, just as on the out-
side. She likes the person Charles Lounsbury
has invented.

*****
Oft".r the polirical discussions in the bar-

room become fevered, or so Anner hears from
Bill. He'lI fetch a broom ro sweep up broken
glass or politely suggest that it's rime for a cus-
tomer to wend his way home. On the last Sat-
urday of the month, as she's descending the
stairs to see to the family's supper, she sees Bill
escorting a customer out the door of the hotel,
his hand firmly under the man's elbow. Through
the oval glass panes in the doors she watches
the man tum to shake his fist before stalking off
into the gloom of the rainy evening. He's a sal-

low-complected fellow with a gap berween his
front teeth.

"Who is that? What did he do?"
"Name's Dick Payne. He said some unpleas-

ant things to I ounsbury."
"About an editorial in the Chroniclel"
"He's been goading Lounsbury for a while

now." Bill hurriedly returns to the bar.room.
Anner nearly collides with Charles Louns-

bury exiting the bar. His expression is darkly de-
termined, not a look she has seen on his face
before. He enters his studio, but almost imme-
diately re-emerges, kicking the door shut with
the heel of his boor. Under rhe lighr of the
chandelier she sees that he's carrying a knife in
a scabbard. It's almost a foot long, the handle
bone or ivory. She gasps.

"Which way did he go?"
"l can't say,"
Gripping her shouldeq he says, "You must

tell me, if you know."
"Toward the Rockport Road. pq1-"
He's out and away, no stopping hlm. A driz-

zly wind blows through the open door. She
thinks of summoning Bill from the bar-room,
but he can't leave it unattended. Tom's not at
the reception desk. No telling how soon he'll
be back.

Now she finds herself our on the street. The
rain has made the hard-packed clay slick, and
she's wearing only slippers. Lounsbury is ahead
of her, moving fast. "\Uait, pleasel" she calls
after him, but her voice is lost in the wind, and
she doubts he'd pay any attenrion anyway, so
intent did he look, his knuckles tight on the
knife. She's running across the Natchez Tlace,
ignoring the stares of a peddler with a donkey
cart and a pickaninny crouched in a doorway.
She can still see Lounsbury ahead of her and
now she sees the man Payne, too. They're in
front of the Presbperian Church, facing one an-
other. She hears shouts, watches Payne stumble
toward the church door. As she arrives, com-
pletely out of breath, Lounsbury is upon him.
He thrusts the knife at the man's head and then
draws back. Payne slumps onto the wooden
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distant parts of the county.
When the case is called, the prosecutor ap-

proaches the judge's bench. "Mr. Payne is still
too gravely wounded to testify, Your Honor. I
request a continuance until such time as he is
sufficiently recovered to withstand the rigors of
a trial."

Judge Babcock frowns. "Perhaps you could
have communicated this news to me in a illore
timely manner."

"l apologize, Your Honor. Mr. Payne is . . ."
"Slippery?"
The onlookers snorr with laughrer and the

judge bangs his wooden mallet. Embarrassed,
the prosecutor says, "lndisposed, Your Honor."

"Very well." Judge Babcock sighs. "Case
continued."

Payne may be gravely ill but thank God he
didn't die, Anner rhinks, as she and Bill walk
back to the hotel.

"Could be months before the trial resumes,"
Bill says. "lf I was Dick Payne I'd want to lay
low, milk as much sympathy out of the jury as I
could, make Lounsbury sweat."

"'VThere is Payne?"
"l'm told he's got kin somewhere near Pos-

sumneck. He's licking his wound out there, I
reckon, nursing his grievance."

"His grievance! But he began the whole
thing! If only Mr. Lounsbury hadn't taken up
that knife."

Climbing the steps ro rhe hotel Bill says,
"'When a man's insulted and he fails to fight, hls
life ain't worth a cow bean, in his own eyes or
anybody else's."

*****
At the end of the month, of a Sabbath

morning, the citizens of Kosciusko awake to
find that an astonishing two inches of snow has
whitened the ground and coated the tree hmbs.
The following day Mr. Lounsbury seeks Anner
out. She's in the dining-room, folding napkins
still warm from the iron. "I'm going away for a
while," he says. "lf customers inquire as to my
whereabouts, please tell them I'm currently un-

available."
He's holding a carpetbag, which she recog-

nizes as having come from the new stock at
Stinson's dry-goods store. "This is no weather
for traveling."

"The snow wontt last."
"Forgive me if I'm mistaken, but I thought

the judge warned you to remain in the counry
until the trial."

"\Thenever that may be."
Anner feels stricken. Suppose he doesn't

come back. "W'on't you tell me where you're
going, in case someone needs to find you?"

John, who is laying silverware on the long
table, looks up curiously from his task. He's a
quiet boy, whose gray eyes miss little.

Mr. Lounbury smiles. "No one will be look-
ing for me, Mrs. Ford. No one I care to see."

"Well, I bid you a safe journey."
She imagines him on the dappled horse, rhe

hooves making prinrs in rhe snow, heading . . .

where? Surely, if he intended to depart for good,
thumbing his nose ar the stare of Mississippi,
he'd take his equipment and his saloon with
hlm. The camera and all its appurtenances must
be worth quite a bir of money.

After finishing up in rhe dining-room, she
stops to have a word with her husband ar the
reception desk. He's going through accounts in
a ledger, the wires of spectacles hitched round
his ears. "Prices keep going up," Tom mutters,
raking furrows in his coppery hair with his fin-
gers. "l may have to raise the rates again.,'

"Mr. Lounsbury's gone off somewhere,,' she
says.

"So he has. He gave me the key to the stu-
dio for safekeeping."

"Did he happen to say where he was
boundl"

"Not to me."
"I hope nobody at the Circuit Court gets

wind of it."
"Oh, you needn't concem yourself, Anner.

I reckon he hasn't ventured far. I wouldn't be
surprised if he's gone a-courtin' up-county. A
widow with a nice fat dowry, perchance-land,

t70



ILI

,,'op oJ .A.sea lo51,,

,,'sot1t1od ;o IloruJnl
pue ;a8ue eqt uro5 ,(e.tre ta8 o1 e1e;edsep selr l
'>lJo .4AeN ur 

^\eu1 J Jeleuneurqef, e 'euoeruos
palrsrn pue uos>1ce[ o] tue.4A 1 eqndrur ug,,

(('puElsJaPun L,
,,'9114 euoP PrrE JeAo lI paruenr Llpeq

p(I 'saaol elp tB Jlo tnf, 1oB lert arp rar;e pa8e
-Jnorsrp tleJ I '.pJoC'sryq 'noL o] sseluor II(L,

'ezeB raq do;p
l(usaop tng 'qcmu oo] pres s.eqs s^\ou1 aqs

,,'nod plP'qy,, 'sesned all
,,'lJ€9 eulor tou rq8rur no.4. peu

-Jo,l.r I ,rous eql ur tre.AAe tua.tr nol, uegl6.,,
,,'a;nseald teqt u,4tot agt enr8 o] tnog€ rou

ru,l 'llelN 'q8noua uoos IIBI L]unoc aqt uI JIes
-.(ru pur; p.I 'sreuel par pue uaer8 a8rel uI eurBu
dur rltr.arr paruled l1]uetuanuoc 'u.trot }o lno
,{e,ru. slt uo lnl ol tnJ uroJj Sutqcrnl uooles eql
ecrlou ol Punog aq Plno./r\ auollene 'se;1,,

,,'.d.EA\e Japue.4d, tsn[ noL ]al l.uon\ tJnoC aql
'pellnuurof, e,r,nod fes Larp Luola; E s,ll,,

,,;eul,e4 IooJ tBqr,o IIEr pue
{caq ar{t tE re^eroJ eq eru a,Leq nol. plnolN,,

((/lBrJl er{l Puv,,
,,'lou aq.{utu r3,,

'elllll B Sutlttus 's,{es eq ,,'sseulsng e8etnocue
or ,(o1d e sr druecep ot t€elq] erp eq.(e141,,

'tq8ll Jo ureels eqt uI
aruBp tsnp jo setolltr 'lr€q Jer{ surre.{T rq81lung
'JrEqJ PeuroDog-eue3 eqt ur strs eqs os

,,ipJoC 'sr61 'tees E aABLI
nod t,uop [qlA.,, ']eq uo seda srq sexr; puB elgBr
eqt uo u,rop 1rns Surunq eqt stes eq 

^aoN
((ieurll lJor{s E

Lluo olsnrrso;1 ur Lers ol tcadxe ,{11ee.r noL oq
:adeds.r,reu aql ur tueruesrlJelpe rno,{,u.es 1,,

'1crrs Surunq eqr
JePun aseJl lnoqtl^\ rlsrue^ l(useoP lI JePuo^\ e
s,tr snoro8r,l. os saloJts qrlm ereld aqr Suttlstlod
'e1qet >pozlr arp or padruBll eoIA letceds E uI pleq
sr qJrq^\ 'ere1d eqr uo To^\ ot senultuoJ eH
's1!\ogla eq] or dn pe11o-r ere ulqs slq Jo sa^eels
aqt puu 'teoJ{Jo;J sq Suuee,tr tou s(aH'pessnur
sr Jreq >lJEp srH 'EJeurEs slq Jo luou uI lES
eqs Lep eqt ruog sregruaural eqs tBr{r slerlueqi)

Jo tuers aul€s eqt sr urooJ aqt uI 'ere1d crqder8
.oroqd e Surqsqod 'a1qel 1.ro,r sl-[ ]E s(eH

'sl,es eq ,,'ur eruof, aseeld,,
'ulrq rlceord

-de ot e8ernoc arlr dn s>lJo,r aqs '.re[e orpn]s
srr{ ot roop arp Suraes 'uoourage tEr-[I 'qurq]
Jeuuv 's-reruotsnc slr{JIEq uro5}Jo rurll ]nJ sJr]r
-1od ra1 ot lou q8noua In pullu s.erl tsBel tV

998I '0I qrreN
'sueunceds .(ru autruexe

pue '1ero11 olsnrf,so) eqt tE l1ef, E eru eArC
'ra8uol leear

euo JoJ ecud pacnper tE ualet sorntcrd
'se^lestuor{t Jo sseuallJ tJorroc PUE

enrl € qlr.tt rurg ezruorled oqnA IJE Eurqsrurn;;o
esofund eql roJ erult troqs € tnq ureuer ot spual
-ur pu€ o{snrrso) ot peurnter ure8e seg

funqsunol'g'3
iuns

eqt pue e[JruoJqC eq] 's;ededs.4Aeu olsnrf,so)
eLIt ur s;eadde ef,rtou srq Jet€l sl,ep earql

'ruoor snlJo roop aqt stnqs puB Seqledrer slg
qllnt s:lersdn qlB^A er{ 'req ot Surppop'euo .IoJ

lse ot aceld req tou s(tr l,lurerra3 'uorteueldxa
ou req slalJo eq 1nq 'arnlredep slq elurs qJnur
rdels l,useq aq qBnoqr se 'fuee.ro, slool aq reuuv
oI'.,!\o1 ul-esl^\leqro ro [qt1ee^\-.t\oPlt\
ou qtr.&\ 'sreeddea; Lrnqsunol selJErIC 'aouasqe
,sLep auru rege '1 qf,rEW tepseupal6 ug

,,'ulq .(ed a.ryr .(auoru
eql L[]Jo,t\ lou eJ(no1 'Jetseur rnoL or lceg
noL pues ot pulul E JIBq en,l,, 'L1fueqs s.{es aqs
epulleg pt8 aqi o1 'pelllJ ta[ ]ou sreqctrd rate,vr
'speq apeur .(1pe33e; spurJ eqs 'srretsdn

'rurq Surrunr{ aq plno^\.ropr.r aql'3ul1t
-,{ue;1 'Jetunll eun]JoJ e sr .{rngsuno-I selJEqC
lBr{} alnulru euo JoJ e^erlaq l(useop Jeuuv
(.'tuntl eqt dn Ioot pue &lunuoddo uB palleus
eq pue '.radeds,,lrau srq ur eles etBlse uB pesrllel
-pE rO 'uelBt sseuelll raq peq eqs sdeqra4 ;uorr
-rnpolur lerxroj E paeu eL[ plno,r [,{1N,,

,,2uoslad e
qrns ot lulr{ ernportur or l,1a1l1 e9 p,oylN,,

(.'lol eql'szltoJ'sao.l8eu



"\il/ell nigh impossible in Mississippi. Espe-
cially in an election yeaq when half the popu-
lation would happily throttle the other half."

Mr. Lounsbury picks up the buffing srick by
its handle and stares at his tool. It's the size of a
rolling pin, but flat, and has srrerched deerskin
tacked to one side of it. Anner supposes the
stick could be used as a weapon if a person had
no other. His dirk-knife is somewhere in the
county jail, confiscated by the police as evi-
dence. But the daguerreotypist doesn't look like
a man who wanls to hurt anyone now, if he ever
did.

"No peace in Jackson, or anywhere else," he
says, "and Fred Kleine needed me at the news-
paper. So I came back."

"I wish I could help you in some way," she
says, standing.

He rises too. "l value your friendship, Mrs.
Ford."

For a moment they look at one another and
then she takes her leave, smoothing her skirt
over the cage ofhoops beneath it.

It's a summer of fiery edirorials howling ei-
ther for or against secession, political barbecues
where plenty of drink is passed around, and can-
didates' speeches on the porch of the Kosciusko
Hotel, with hundreds of parrisans shouting in
the street. Even Jefferson Davis, Pierce's Secre-
tary of \War, stands on the porch and speaks in
support of the Democratic candidates.

In the elections of November, 1855, the
Know-Nothings are soundly bearen by the De-
mocrats in Mississippi. \Mherher this means that
those Democrats who have been trumpeting se-
cession will succeed in their goal, no one can
say. Smoke from the burning of cotton stalks
mixes with a drizzly mist, and day after day a
gray haze hangs over the town of Kosciusko.

The Monday after the elections Charles
Lounsbury once again leaves the hotel and
crosses the street toward the courthouse. This
time the square is lined with wagons hauling
cotton to be ginned, and he musr make his way

between two of the wagons. Anner and Bill fol-
low, stepping over the mules' droppings in the
street.

They take seats on one ofthe crude wooden
benches, which are backless so as not to encour-
age idle gawkers, Anner imagines. Yet the room
is nearly full, spectators standing in the rear
against the wall. To Anner's right is rhe victim,
Dick Payne. He's in his early rwenties, half a
head shorter than Lounsbury, wirh dark yellow
hair. Below hls left temple is a scar, perhaps an
inch and a half long, from his eyebrow ro his
ear. On his sallow face is a smirk.

The prosecution calls four witnesses, the
first being Dick Payne himself. Led by the pros-
ecuting attorney, he describes the events of the
evening of October 28th, 1854. He'd had a
drink in the bar-room of the Kosciusko Hotel.
Yes, words were exchanged between himself
and Lounsbury. Nothing serious, no more rhan
the casual swapping of opinions of the kind that
takes place every evening in the hotel bar-
room. He paid for hls drlnk and lefr, eager ro re-
turn to his lodging house in time for supper.
When he reached the Presbyterian Church he
was suddenly set upon by Lounsbury, who was
brandishing a dtrk-knife

At the request of the prosecution, and with
a nod from Judge Babcock, the bailiff steps for-
ward with the knife. As the crowd leans in to
look, the bailiffremoves it from its German sil-
ver scabbard. For the record, the prosecutor de-
scribes it as having a walrus ivory grip, a
seven-inch spear point, a two-sided blade. Yes,
Payne says, that's the weapon that wounded
him. Fingering the scar at his left temple, he
says that Lounsbury srruck him with the knife
and left him to bleed to death. Luckily Doc
Lewis saved his life.

Lounsbury's lawyer, Sam Quimby, manages
to get little more out of him. Payne insists that
he did not provoke the argument between him-
self and Lounsbury. Yes, he left the hotel at a
fast pace, but that was not because he feared
reprisal for anything he might have said there.
It had begun to rain, and he didn't want ro be
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year ago-in such detail? Is it not within the
realm of possibility that you have confused any
comments of Mr. Payne's with that of the un'
named and missing drummer? Since Mr' Louns-
bury has resided in the hotel managed by your
father for some time, might he happen to be a
particular friend of yours? Might you not have
some feason to exaggerate or even fabricate
words that the estimable Mr. Payne, who has no
onus of legal approbation upon him, as no one
in this courtroom has reason to deny, could
have casually ultered, or indeed not uttered at
all?

The prosecutor's questions wind on' grow'
ing ever more convoluted, and Anner can tell
by the red patches that rise on Bill's cheeks that
he is struggling to keep his temper However, to
each one he firmly answers, "No, sir'" At last he
is told to stand down. Anner's glad to have his
reassuring presence next to her on the bench.

Joshua Phillips, hostler, when called to the
witness box, verifies Bill's account of the
evening of October Z8th. When prompted by

Quimby, he adds more insults that he remem-
bers Payne uttering: Prrppy. Scoundrel. The
prosecutor dismisses him from the box, as if the
testimony of a hostler can be of no possible in'
terest to him ot to the Court.

The last person to enter the witness box is
the accused. Lounsbury's replies to his lawyer's
questions are brief and direct. "I chased Payne
down in order to defend my honor. I regret that
the man placed me in that position, but once
he'd done so, repeatedly, in public' I had no al-
ternative."

"Could you not have challenged him to a
duel?"

"No, sir. Dick Payne is not my social equal,"
he says matter-of-factly'

W-hen it's his tum to examine Lounsbury'
the prosecutor waves a copy of the Chronicle
in front of the editor's face and reads out loud a
paragraph ridiculing those who would destroy
the Union out of false pride and hot-headed ig'
norance. "'W'as not that editorial intended to
outrage the sensibilities of a man such as

Richard Payne?"
"lf he chose to see himself in that light' I

cannot help it."
"Did you write that editorial, Mr. Louns'

bury?
"I did not."
"Do you agree with its sentiment?"
"I stand by -y position that the Union is

worth preserving."
"That will be a11."

The jury takes fifty-five minutes to acquit
Charles Lounsbury. Anner watches Payne,
scowling, leave the courtroom, his thick neck
hunched into the collar of his frockcoat.

On their way across Jefferson Street Anner
says, "You did well, Bill. You spared Mr. Louns'
bury from going to jail." She feels excited,
elated, as if she'd been rescued herself' She's had
too many visions of the daguerreotypist con-
victed, led off in humiliation, locked behind
bars.

"Al1 I did was say what I heard," Bill an-
swers. "No jury in this state will convict a man
for defending his honor."

It's the end of the day and the wagons laden
with cotton are gone, leaving only the stink of
the mules'manure and the odd tuft of cotton in
the street. Her children's needs await her' The
hotel is lit up with oil lamps, the brightest struc-
ture in Courthouse Square.

"Payne and his kin aren't huppy," Bill says,

as they pass through the doors with their oval
glass insets. "l reckon they'll slink off to Pos-
sumneck with their tails between their legs."

He hustles to the bar-toom, where his fa'
ther is pouring out the whiskey in his stead'
Anner's thinking about the girls' supper and
whether she'll be able to focus her mind on
sums and grammar tonight. In her relief she for-
gets all about the backache from sitting on the
courtroom bench all day.

*****
A f"vr days after the trial, Lounsbury posts

a notice on the door of his studio. Charles S.
Lounsbury is, at present, unavailable for the
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